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seized; and Sanford, with a light heart,
sat down to indite a short despatch to
the General, informing him that we had
captured fifty prisoners and two brass
guns. This was sent off without loss
of time; and we commenced our inarch
to rejoin the column; but we were met
by an order to stay where we were, as
the column would come to us. So we
retraced our steps to the serai. Whether
Captain Sanford, on the General's arri-
val, made a clean breast of it, and told
him the whole story of the previous day's
affair or not, I know not. At any rate,
we never heard anything more about it.
A capture of horses was always wel-
come, for that was the only way in which
we could replace casualties among our
own mounts; and casualties were pretty
frequent in those days from wounds and
hard work. We used to select the best
of the captives and pass them into the
ranks; and sell by auction in camp the
others and those whom we rejected from
among our own animals. Hitherto we
had always considered such prize of war